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Next week: the 
roots of 

antisemitism, from 
long before Jesus 

until now.



In the weeks ahead: the 
origins of Jesus’ name, the 

origin of “Christ,” the hidden 
structures in Scripture, 

Messianic Judaism, Israel 
today, the Samaritans, 

warnings about confusion.



How Greek philosophy and 
ways of thinking got mixed 
into both Christianity and 

Judaism, twice. The Talmud. 
How seeing with Hebrew eyes 
changes everything, Jewish 
tribes in Africa, and more!



I. A little personal 
history

Rev Dr George Byron Koch
New Jerusalem House of Prayer



Raised in a 
dispensationalist, 

cessationist, 
supercessionist

church, until grade 8.



All other 
denominations 
dismissed out of 

hand.



Knew no one of 
color, and exactly 
one Jewish family.



8th grade moved to 
Elmhurst, which was 

all white. This 
seemed normal.



In high school 
joined the NAACP. I 
was THE member in 

Elmhurst.



Worked in the 
Community Action 
Project in Chicago. 
This split my church.



Left the Faith 
because of the 

hypocrisy I 
experienced.



Later for no obvious 
reason wanted to 

learn Hebrew. 
Began to suspect 

Jewish roots.



Led by Ben 
Kinchelow on 700 

Club to pray a 
prayer of faith that 

led me back.



Met Duane 
Christensen, OT 
professor, who 

changed my life.



Read Genesis 22, 
the Akedah, every 

single day for 9 
months.



God said to Moses, “ I AM 
WHO I AM.” And he said, 
“Say this to the people of 
Israel: ‘ I AM has sent me 

to you.’” Exodus 3:14



 היהאהשמ־לאםיהלא רמאיו
 רמאת הכ רמאיו היהא רשא

 ינחלש היהא לארשי ינבל
׃םכילא



When Jesus told them, "I 
AM," they backed away 

and fell to the 
ground. John 18:6



As soon then as he had 
said unto them, I am he, 

they went backward, 
and fell to the 

ground. John 18:6



ως ουν ειπεν αυτοις 
εγω ειµι απηλθον εις 

τα οπισω και 
επεσαν χαµαι



Shema Israel, ADONAI 
Eloheinu, ADONAI Echad

“Hear O Israel, 
the Lord our God, 

the Lord is one.
Deuteronomy 6:4



 הוהי לארשיעמש
דחא הוהיוניהלא



II. Antisemitism, 
roots and extent



In Egypt after 
Joseph, then 
the  Exodus 

circa 1312 b.c.e.



Solomon builds 
the first Temple, 

960 b.c.e.



Men never do evil so 
completely and 

cheerfully as when they 
do it from religious 
conviction. -Pascal



Exile to Babylon 
597 b.c.e.



Jerusalem falls to 
Nebuchadnezzar 

and Temple 
destroyed 
586 b.c.e.



Cyrus allows 
return to 

Jerusalem, rebuild 
Temple 539 b.c.e.



Consecration of 
2nd Temple 516 

b.c.e.



Queen Esther 
saves the Jews 

from Haman
475 b.c.e.



Alexander 
conquers 
332 b.c.e. 
then dies



The Maccabees 
defeat the 

Seleucid Empire. 
167-161 b.c.e.



Hebrew testament 
translated into 
Greek, 200-132 

b.c.e.



Yeshua born,
6-0 b.c.e., 
murdered 
30-33 c.e.



Fiath in Yeshua
begins to spread 

to Gentiles, 
30-200 c.e.



Apion rewrites history 
of Maccabean revolt 

accuses Jews 
of eating Gentile 

blood. 40 c.e.



Temple destroyed by 
Romans, 66-70 c.e.

Bar Kokhba revolt 132 
c.e. after Rabbi Akiva

calls him Messiah.



Gentile church grows 
increasing hostile 
toward Jews and 
Jewish Christians



Ignatius of Antioch (Greek, 
ca. 50–117 C.E.): “Those 
who partake of the 
Passover are partakers 
with those who killed 
Jesus.”



Justin Martyr (born in Nablus, 
from a Roman Gentile family, 
100–165 C.E.): “The persecution 
and dispersion of the Jews from 
Israel was ‘fairness and justice’ 
because they had ‘slain the Just 
One.’”



Irenaeus (Smyrna, modern 
Turkey, 130–202 C.E.): “The house 
of Jacob and the people of 
Israel are disinherited from the    
grace of God … have rejected 
the Son of God … slew Him.”



Melito of Sardis (Greek, died ca. 180)
Clement of Alexandria (Greek, ca. 
150–215)
Hippolytus (Italian, 170–235)
Tertullian (North African, ca. 160–225)
Cyprian (North African, ca. 200–258)
Origen (Egyptian, ca. 184–253)
Eusebuis (Greek, ca. 260–339)



Hilary (French, ca. 300–368)
Chrysostom (Greek, ca. 349–407)
Jerome (Illyrian, ca. 347–420)
Ambrose (Italian, ca. 340–397)
Augustine (North African, 354–430)
Aquinas (Italian, 1225–1274)
Luther (German, 1483–1546)



More examples from 
these saints.













III. Basics of 
Jewish Faith



There were several 
“Judaisms” at the time 

of Jesus/Yeshua



Rabbinic Judaism is 
what thrived, and it 

focuses on the wisdom 
of the Torah and the 

“Oral Law”.



Rabbinic Judaism is 
rightly understood as a 
judicial religion, based 

on Law, or Torah.



Where commandment 
is mitzva, a good deed, 
not a lifeless legalism.



This is also just exactly 
the tradition in which 
Jesus, Paul and the 

Jewish authors of the 
New Testament were 

trained.



Paul was a disciple of 
Rabbi Gamaliel the Elder, 

and any argument he 
would make would be in 

the classic “principles 
through which the Torah is 

expounded.”



These were used by the 
Rabbis of his day, as well 
as ours. Key phrases of 
this pattern are: “May it 
never be,” “G-d forbid!” 

and “What shall we 
then say?”



Even Paul’s remark that 
the Law was a tutor until 
Messiah came would be 

regarded as a simple 
truism, not a 

revolutionary insight.



Note that in Hebrew, a 
student is a “talmid,” and 

the “Talmud” (same 
Hebrew root) means 

“instruction.”



The root in Hebrew, םלת , 
or TLM, means “teach” or 

“study.” Of course the 
Law is our tutor, and the 

Law is fulfilled when 
Messiah comes.



The Oral Law is 
transmitted through the 

Talmud.



The Talmud contains 
Jewish civil and 
ceremonial law, 

including the Mishnah 
and the Gemara.



It is legal precedent, 
from judges, as the 

commandments are 
applied in specific 

cases.



Like the Constitution, 
and the laws, 

and judicial rulings
based on both.



Dates easily two hundred 
years before the time of 

Jesus/Yeshua. 



Many Jewish faithful 
would say it was given by 

God to Moses at the 
same time as the Ten 

Commandments.





Charles Simeon Horae Homiletica –
commentary on the Bible



Word Biblical Commentary













One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus 
by asking him this question: “Teacher, what should I do to 
inherit eternal life?”
Jesus replied, “What does the law of Moses say? How do 
you read it?”
The man answered, “‘You must love the LORD your God with 
all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all your 
mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
“Right!” Jesus told him. “Do this and you will live!” (Luke 
10:25-28)
Any yeshiva student would instantly recognize the form of 
this exchange, and especially the question, “What does 
the law of Moses say? How do you read it?”



Haverim
םירבח



adjacent 
not 

against



IV. Basics of 
Jewish Worship



MessianicGentiles.org

Great, solid, no nonsense 
resource!



Shabbat weekly
Kiddush weekly on Friday night

Purim Adar 14
Passover or Pesach (pey’-sak) Nisan 14-15, always yoked to

Unleavened Bread, Matzot or Chag Hamotzi Nisan 15-22
Yom Habikkurim, 1st celebration of Firstfruits – for the barley harvest, 

just after Passover Nisan 16-17
Shavuot (Sha-vu-oat’), 2nd celebration of Firstfruits – for the wheat harvest, fifty days after 

Passover. Christians call this Pentecost (which means “fifty”) Sivan 6-7
Technically, seven weeks from the day after Passover. Shavuot is Hebrew for “weeks.” 49 days 

plus 1 day equals 50, hence Pentecost.

Yom Teruah, the day of blowing trumpets or shouting (Some call Yom Teruah the Feast of 
Trumpets.) on Tishri 1, now usually called 

Rosh Hashanah, or Head of the Year, followed by
Days of Awe, ten days of repentance, completed with 

Yom Kippur (Yom kee-purr’), the Day of Atonement. Tishri 10
Sukkot (Su-koat)

Chanukah – Fesitval of Dedication



Shabbat / Kiddush weekly
Purim March 21

Passover or Pesach April 20-27
(Unleavened Bread, Matzot or Chag Hamotzi)

Yom Habikkurim, Firstfruits April 28
Shavuot/Pentecost 2nd Firstfruits June 9

Yom Teruah, Feast of Trumpets, 
Rosh Hashanah Sep 30

Days of Awe Sep 30-Oct 9
Yom Kippur Oct 9
Sukkot Oct 13-20

Chanukah Dec 23-30



Shabbat / Kiddush weekly



Shabbat / Kiddush weekly



Shabbat weekly



Shabbat weekly



Purim March 21



Passover / Pesach April 20-27



Yom Habikkurim, Firstfruits April 28



Shavuot/Shavuos/Pentecost 2nd Firstfruits June 9



Yom Teruah, Feast of Trumpets/Shouting, 
Rosh Hashanah Sep 30



Days of Awe Sep 30-Oct 9



Yom Kippur Oct 9



Sukkot Oct 13-20



Chanukah Dec 23-30



Three movies that will give insight:
Fiddler on the Roof

Ushpizin
Arranged

Others:
The Hope – The Rebirth of Israel

The Forsaken Promise
Against All Odds – Israel Survives



Take a hand out of resources for further 
reading, investigation, and movies 

from which to learn and enjoy.



V. Summary 
Review, 

Challenges, 
Q&A



Jesus’ name was 
Yeshua, and he 

was a Jew.



The ONLY scripture 
he every quoted 

was the “Old” 
Testament



He taught and 
followed the Torah 

and Prophets



His arguments with 
the Pharisees and 
others was about 

hypocrisy.



The ONLY scripture 
he every quoted 

was the “Old” 
Testament



But SOMETHING 
HAPPENED, and it 

will lead to a 
challenge!



Socrates  Died 399 BCE age 71
Plato          Died 347 BCE age 80
Aristotle     Died 322 BCE age 62
Alexander Died 323 BCE age 32

The “known” world 
was Hellenized.





The “known” world 
was Hellenized.

But the Jews, and by 
implication the Christians, 

refused to accept the culture 
and religion of Greece. 

Sort of…



An infiltration of Greek 
methods of thinking and seeing 

the world happened to both 
Jews and Christians over the 
next few hundred years, and 
then again in the 12th and 13th

century.



Paul’s speech on Mars Hill 
(Acts 17)

Origen’s defense of the faith in 
Contra Celsum, or Against 

Celsus.



The faith changed from 
following the Way of Rabbi 

Jesus, which was very Jewish, 
rabbinic and practical in living

and loving, to…



…a very Greek process of 
analysis and proposition, from 

acting to asserting. From how to 
live, to believing in a set of 

Greek-style logical 
propositions. And this is the 

origin of the Christian Creeds.



From the Chalcedonian Creed:
[Jesus is] acknowledged in Two Natures 
unconfusedly, unchangeably, indivisibly, 
inseparably; the difference of the 
Natures being in no way removed 
because of the Union, but rather the 
properties of each Nature being 
preserved, and (both) concurring into 
One Person and One Hypostasis;



From the Athanasian Creed:

The Father is made of none; neither 
created, nor begotten. The Son is of the 
Father alone; not made, nor created; but 
begotten. The Holy Ghost is of the Father 
and of the Son; neither made, nor 
created, nor begotten; but proceeding.



The Apostle’s Creed and the Nicene 
Creed have similar assertions.

In ALL FOUR of the major creeds there is 
not one word about how we are to live
and act. The Way of Jesus is absent. The 
word “love” does not appear even once, 
even though Jesus taught that everything 
depended on love.



Christians practically worship 
propositions—their own ideas about 
Scripture, tradition, and even the Way, 
and then dismiss, shun and speak bitterly 
against each other. Even if my favorite 
doctrine is right—or more right—than 
yours, my disdain, condescension and 
insult toward you is sin. It separates us.



This Greek way of thinking 
reemerged in the 12th and 13th

centuries:

Maimonides 1135-1204
(Rambam)

Thomas Aquinas 1225-1274



And we have inherited it. It is 
how we do our faith. It is why 
we fight with other Christians 
over propositions, rather than 
striving to outdo each other in 

love. 



Jesus taught us: Love God with 
all your heart, soul and 
strength, and love your 

neighbor as yourself. All the 
Law and the Prophets stand 
under these two commands.



Take a breath. 
Exhale. 

Now: Q&A


